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Task Force to Identify and Recommend Policies and Procedures to 
Improve the Accuracy of Eyewitness Identifications 

 
Minutes of Meeting of December 20, 2010 

 
The 7th meeting of the “Task Force to Identify and Recommend Policies and 

Procedures to Improve the Accuracy of Eyewitness Identifications” (hereafter, 
“the Task Force”) was convened at the office of the Public Defender on 
Thursday, December 20, 2010 at approximately 8:30 AM. 
 
Present at the meeting were the following members: 
 

 John Hardiman (Public Defender) 
 Gerald Coyne (Attorney General) 
 Col. Joseph Moran (Central Falls Police Department, representing Rhode 

Island Police Chiefs Association) 
 Professor Andrew Horwitz (Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Roger 

Williams University Law School, representing the Rhode Island 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers) 

 Chief Anthony Silva (Rhode Island Municipal Police Training Academy) 
 Professor Ross Cheit, Brown University (academic appointment) 
 Sgt. Shari Russell (RI State Police) 
 Michael Evora, Esq. (Executive Director of the RI Commission for Human 

Rights)  
 J. Richard Ratcliffe, Esq. Designee for the Rhode Island Bar Association 

 
Also present was Michael DiLauro of the Office of the Public Defender and 
James Cullen, intern at the Office of the Public Defender. 
 
Summary of the meeting: 
 

 The Task Force approved the minutes of the previous meeting after 

amending them to note that Mr. Ratcliffe was present at the December 9, 

meeting. 

 The Task Force discussed changes to recommendation #2 to include both 

sequential and simultaneous lineups. Agreed. 

 The Task Force agreed that recommendation 2(b) should be deleted. The 

Task Force was concerned that requiring law enforcement to explain why 

a sequential lineup was not used would negatively affect law enforcement 
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“buy in” to the report. The Task Force agreed that this was an issue to be 

discussed when it reconvenes. 

 The Task Force agreed that the mention of expenses in footnote 14 

should be deleted. 

 The Task Force agreed that recommendation 2 only applies to 

photographic lineups and that language should be added to this effect. 

 The Task Force agreed that recommendation #4(b)(v) should be amended 

so that it was made clear that the identification should be recorded, but 

that this record need not be in writing. The Task Force agreed that, 

because of the potential for computer use and other evolutions in 

identification procedures, the issue of recording of identification 

procedures should be revisited when the Task Force reconvenes. 

 The Task Force discussed the issue of what information law enforcement 

personnel should provide to the victim/witness. Task Force agreed to 

eliminate the suggested instruction in recommendation #6(c). The Task 

Force felt that there was no simple solution when addressing the concerns 

of a victim. 

 The Task Force agreed that recommendation #7(b) (that the Task Force 

reconvene) should be a separate recommendation. Agreed that this be 

recommendation #11.  

 The Task Force agreed that recommendation #7(a) be merged into 

recommendation #7. 
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 The Task Force agreed to remove references to becoming part of the 

case file from recommendation #8(a) (i)-(vii) as it was repetitive. 

 The language of recommendation #10(a) was discussed. It was approved 

in its current form. 

 The dates for the Task Force to reconvene under recommendation #7(b) 

now recommendation #11 were discussed. The Task Force felt that the 

current date of March 31, 2012 did not give it sufficient time to meet, 

investigate and report. Agreed that April 30, 2012 was more appropriate. It 

was agreed that the recommended training dates do not need to be 

changed. 

 The Task Force noted that its 2012 review was likely to be anecdotal than 

a rigorous academic review. 

 The Task Force discussed the need for a Bill to allow the Task Force to 

reconvene. Draft language was reviewed and approved. The Task Force 

agreed to include the draft amendment in its report. 

 It was agreed by the Task Force that The Public Defender and Attorney 

General should play a role in moving this bill forward.  

 The Task Force agreed to emphasize the Task Force’s unanimity both in 

the report and its cover letter. 

 The Task Force agreed that a copy of the report should be forwarded to 

both the Governor and the Governor elect. 
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------------------------------------------------ 

Michael A. DiLauro 
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